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WEATHER: Following is our weather analysis for the
r month of March =5 reported by Vernon Fitzpatrick:
{\I\ U Coldest night - March 2 =~21 degrees
L) Wermest day - March 28 +55 degrees
v Average nighttime temperature 417 degrees
Average daytime temperature +34 degrees
Snow fell on 2 days with an accumulation of 5"
Rain fell on 4 days with a total of 7"
We started the month with 36.8" of snow on the
ground and ended wlth 10" average on the ground
with many clear patches where the snow hzd complete-
ly meited.

~BEAVER ISLAND BOAT CCMPANY has announced that negotia-
——_tions are under way to lease the EMERALD ISLE to the

= M\ NS Straits Transit Company. She will be on the run be=
tween Mackinaw City and Mackinac Island.
i \ Our report on the length of the new boat BEAVER ISLAN=-
&

DER wss in error. Instead of 95 feet long, she is
actually 96 feet 4 inches.

. HELPI MATT'S BACK: Matt Melville has returned to
\ ai) Beaver Islaund after spending the winter in Ireland. If
-~ / his friends had any thoughts that Matt would return a
f\\\, more truthful man than when he left, they may as well
A forget it. PFather Louls kept Mett's dog for the winter.
- Matt says that since his "Freckles" stayed with the

3 good priest, the dog no longer swearsl!
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ick's Night. The Altar Society served 2 delicious pot luck supper at
the Parish H21ll from 5:30 to 7:30. Immediestely following the supper,
“he drawing for the TV set and Transistor Radio was held. Norbert Gal-
isgher of Rochester, Indiana won the TV and Vernon LaFreniere of St.
James won the radio. Betty Lockton reported that donations to the
cemetery fund hed netted $981.00. Following the supper, the celebrants
gethered at the Shamrock. You could almost see the snow melt from the
rocof of the bar as the evening progressed. The gayest music this side
of the 300 was provided by several jolly Rogers from the Northwoods.

ST. PATRICK'S DAY: Beaver Islanders sent winter on its way'on St. Pat-

A special solo rendition of '"Danny Boy" cheered Bruce McDonough at Char-
levoix when Archie called him on the phone. Jewell Zillesple entertalned
with Irish sinsing and there wasn't a dry eye in the house when Ed C'Don-
nel finished his rendition of "Mother Machree". ILerry McDonough and
Goleen Nackerman won the avplause of the crowd with thelr performance of
the "Twist"- Irish version, naturally. We had a number of visitors on
the Island. for the occasion and they informed us that while they had seen
St. Paddy's Day celebrated by the wearing of the green, never had they
ceen 1t celebrated so thoroughly as it was on Beaver Island.

KR

George Egbert, President of the Beaver Island Club of Lansing, Michigan,
reported their perty held on March 10th was a real success. Braver Is-
land visitors at their party were Karl Kuebler and Archie LeFreniere,
along with Theresa and James Gallagher from Charlevoix. A cake with a
lone candle was brought in to symbolize the first enniversary of the
ciub. Archie acted a5 toastmaster for the eveuing. Theresa Gallagher
and Bess Haynes, wife of retired Dr. Howard Iaynes from Traverse City,
were given the honor of lighting the candle since they had come the
farthest for the meeting. Miss Sendre Early, youngest club member pre-
sent was called upon to blow out the candle and the cake was theun pre-
sented tc Theresa in token of her birthday auniversary.

A highlicht of the evening was the modeling of a Beaver Island black
beaver full length coat, very lush, by Mrs. Murray Wanty of Ann Arbor.
The petite Wave Wanty stepped up front to display the coat and being
called upon was qulite a surprise to her.

e e

Reports from the Chicago Beaver Island party showed a good attendance.
The final tabulations were also taken here on the cemetery fund. Those
in charge of this fund = Betty Lockton, Bob Delaney, and Musette LaFren-
iere want to thank all those who contributed so generously to this fund.
The money will be used for the upkeep oI the Holy Cross Ccmetery.

ATTAR SOCIETY ELECTICHS: The annual election of officers for the Holy
Cross Altar Society were held in March. The results were as follows:
President, Eva McDonough; Vice President, Loretta Ilalloy; Secretary,
Mery Minor; Treasurer, Vera Wojan.

Cg-ISTIAN BROTHERS: Word has been received that the Christian Brothers
wmllchold a twenty day retreat under the direction of Br. Frederick,
who is in charge of the Retreat House at Plano, Illinois
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ORITUARIES: Robert Gibson, Ludington, Michigan, died Tebruary 3rd as a
rasult of injuries received in an automobile accident. Surviving are
vis wife, the former, Margaret Lynch, end five children. Mr. Gidbson was
o distant relative of the Gibsons who ran the Gibson house on Becaver
Island, now the home of the Beaver Island museum.

“homas O'Conner passed away in Detroit on March 29th after an extended
illness. Burial was in Herbor-Springs, Michigan. MNr. 0'Connor wes the
brother of Elizabeth Boyle.

John Kenny, 51, managing editor of the Michigan Cathollic paper of the
Dotroit Diocese, died Monday, April 2nd et William Beaumont Hospital
following 2 heart attack. Mr. Kenny was co-author with Margaret Cronyn
of the book "Saga of Beaver Island", Surviving are his wife, Mary, and
three sons and two daughters.

Elmer E. Olson, 53, passed away April 2nd. Mr. Olson was Secretary-Trcas-
urer of the Olson Brothers Construction Comvany at South Haven, Michigan,
end was a long time visitor to Beaver Island. Surviving are his wife,
Gladys, and two sons and one daughter.

HOSPITAL NOTES: Joseph (Bud) McDonough has returned to Beaver TIsland
following surgery at Little Traverse Hospital in Petoskey.

Mrs. Marie Johnson is a patient at Butterworth Hospital in Grand Rapids.
She suffered 2 hcart a2ttack in her home. Mrs. Johnson is the mother of
Edna (Skip) McDonough of St. James.

NEW ISLAND DOCTOR: Several monthe a2go, Dr. Sydney Schochet informed the
Vedical Board of the Civic Association that he had developed a serious
cardiac condition which would prevent him from continuing as our Island
doctor. ZEfforts to locate a replacement appear to have been successful.
Dr. Raymond Maurer of Dctroit has tentatively accepted the position and
nlans to take over his duties as soon as he has settled his affairs at
Detroit. Dr. Maurer reccived his M. D. Degrce at Wayne University in
Detroit in 1931 and his degrec in Public Health from Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity in Marylend in 1940. We will be very happy to welcome Dr. Maur-
cr and his wife, Florence, to the Island.

SIGNS OF SPRING: Mrs. Ada Martin saw the first robins on March 26th.
They were in Russell Green's yard. There were 2 palr of them and Ada
remarked that they looked a little lost sitting on a high snowbank.

Returning to the Island with the robins are several Island residents

who lcft for the winter - Bert and Yary McDonough, Katie Connaghan,
Maria Gallagher, and Art and Sybil Larsen. Our sailors are making their
plans to leave us for the summer. Iarl Boyle has already begun his
duties aboard ship.

The cats are having kittens, the dogs are having pupples, and Bob Nestle
has been a busy midwife delivering calves on the Jordon River Ranch.

Mr. George Danser of Petoskey was the first salesman to come to the
Taland this year. He must have left with a well-filled order book, as
it has been a long winter.
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The Cosst Guard Ice Brealker MACKINAW came to Beaver Island on March 5th
to deliver fuel for the County Road Commission. At this time mcasure-
ments of the ice were taken and showed twenty seven inches of blue ice.
On Lpril 2and, the Ceest Guard Tender, SUNDEW, came to open the” harbor
for ferry service. Ice in the harbor then mcasured tweclve inches and
less in some places. This was quite a surprise as wec had expected it
+0 bc much thicker. The EMERALD ISLE will make her first run within

e week.

NEW ISLAND BOOK: Mrs. John (Amo) Ludwick of Jackson, Michigan he
announced that her book "Island Doctor in Paradisc” will be rcady for
distribution by May 1lst. Thc book is an authentic history of Dr. Pro-
tar's escape from Siberian exile and also contains other heretofore
unpublished Island stories. Mrs. Ludwick hes done much reseerch for
this book, and we are sure it will be very interesting and a worthwhile
addition to the books alrcady published about Beaver Island's history.

ANTI-COLONIALISTS, UNITE With the strong movemcnt for self-rule con-
tinuing all over the world, certain groups in the Upper Pcninsula are
making plans tc become the 5lst state of the Union. It is thelr intent
to then legalize gambling as a means of supporting the depressed area.
Now, of Beaver Islanders we ask the following -~ to secede or not to
secede, that is the question, Shall this former Mormon kingdom become
an Island Las Vegas? $Shall Mein Street beccome an avenue of million-
dollar hotels with the jingle-jangle of one-arm bandits in the lobbies?
Can you imagine the sight of a fisherman with 2 creel full of trout
from Fox Lakc betting his catch on onc turn of the wheel? The possi-
bilities are fascinating, intercsting, but pecrhaps somewhat impractical.
However, did you know that there is a question that Beaver Islzand has
ever been a part of the United States? The Treaty of Washington (1836)
which sct up the lands included in the State of Michigan, 1s said to be
full of loopholes which leave some doubt as to just where Beaver Is-
land's loyalties should be. Maybe we should start a country within a
country. HNow - there's food for thought!

PHEASANTS ON BEAVER: Bruce Melxsell is going to bring ringneck pheasants
to Beaver Island somctime this summer, but his new stock will have com-
pany. There have been several reports of pheasants on the Island, but
some doubt has always remained that the pheasants could very wcll be
sharp-tailed grouse. Ralph Rutt, however, said there was no doubt about
the bird ke scw in his back yard. He saw it at close range. Mr. Gab-
ricl M. Campbell of Howell, Michigan, who purchased the Mooncy farm rc-
ported secing a male ringneck on his property and the sighting of two
morec on the East side drive was rcported by Island visitors last summer.
Ralph has since checked the tracks of the bird and is assurcd they arc
pheasant tracks. Hc hos been placing fced out for the bird, hoping to
get an even better view and perhaps a picture.

MORE TURKEY TALX: Last month we published portions of a letter from
Bruce Meixsell regerding his attempts to a2id the Conservation Depart-
ment in their efforts to plant turkcys on Beaver Island.

Mr. Ray Schofield, Game Division Supervisor, informs us that it is the
desire of the Conservation Department to use Michigan reared stock in
their turkey planting program. The Beaver Island Game Club has con-
tacted two approved hatcheries and their names have been given to Mr.
Meixsell with the possibility of supplementing the Island turkey popu-
lation. The turkeys would be pure wild stock.
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Every effort is being made by the Department of Conscrvation and the
Game Club to prevent the introduction of discesed or undesirable stock,
We apprcciate llr. Mgixscll's continued intercst in our turkecy progran.
Vernon Fitzpatrick reported that Game Division has terminated their
turkey trapping program for the winter. They had no succcss in their
efforts.

The four remaining turkeys brought here by the Department last fall
have survived the winter and appear to be hcalthy. We are hoping they
will make some cffort on their own to increasc the turkey populationl

FOX LAKE: As most of you know, the trout season opens on April 28th.
We are looking forward to some fine trout fishing there this season.
Vernon Fitzpatrick has asked us to request fishermen at Fox Lake to
not use minnows for bait. Any other live bait or artificlal lures
will be acceptable. Minnows scem to do very well in Fox Lake. It be-
came overpopulated with them in past years, and this necessitated the
poisoning of the lake last summer.

BEAVER ISLAND FIIMS: Rogers Carlisle, President of the Beaver Island
Game Glub, has asked us to let our readers Iimow the films of Beaver
Island arc available, free of charge, to any orgenization or group
wishing to help us promote hunting and fishing on Beaver Island. Just
write to Rogers and the films will bc sent to you.

DEER CHECK: Ronald Grant of Lansing flew over Beaver Island in March
and from the 2ir saw two dcad deer on Lake Genesareth. This prompted
Vernon Fitzpatrick and several Game Club mcmbers to don snow shoes to
check on the dead decer.

Attempts to drive were thwartcd by deep snow near Sand Bay. Vernon,
Larry McDonough, Archie LaFrenicre and Don Welke snowshoed to the lake
where they found the remains of the deer, obviously killed by coyotes,
and evidences of coyotes chasing deer leaving trails of blood and hides.
Since this first check, a number of other decad dcer have been found,

all obviously killed by coyotes. Bob Nestle reported that one of his
cows gave birth to a calf that disappeared. It, too, is belicved to

be & coyote casualty. ZEstimates of thc Game Club members arc that the
covote population on the Islend has reached at least 35.

Roy Chambers, Roy Vincent, end his son, Roy, Jr., of Indian River are
bringing their hunting dogs on the first boat to help diminish the
coyote population. The coyote is a wary animal, hard to hunt, and hard
to kill. Mr. Chambers hopcs to capturc some of the young coyote pups
in their dens, and we wish him much luck.

Milt Bennett and Lawrence McDonough checked the deer yards wcst of the
Shoemaker farm and found no cvidences of starving deer. The decr have
started coming out of the yards and according to reports appcar to be

in good condltion.

Mr. Ray - Schofield, Game Division Supervisor from thec Gaylord office,
visited the Island on April 5th and 6th and spoke at our Civic Associa-
tion Meeting. Mr. Schoficld gave us somc intecresting observations on
both the deer and coyotec on Beaver Islend. He said there was no doubt
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the coyote were on the increase. He suggested we promote coyote hunting
as a winter sport on the Island in an c¢ffort to kecep them under control.
He also rcemarked that the Island wes fortunate in that owners of dogs

kept them out of the woods, and dog-Xillecd decr werc nil as comparcd to

pa

the cxtcensive dog kills on the mainland.

Mr., Schoficld pointed out to Game Club members that decer farcd best in
woods and arcaes of bushy ccdar and popplc. Hc suggestced we make attcmpts
to promote morc commcrcial logging and controlled burning by the Zame
Club in coopcration with the Departmcnt to create better fecding creas
for thec Island decr.

The controversy continucs as to the advisability of antlcrless dcer
scasons. As most of you know, thcre arc two sides to this story. There
are those who belicve that the killing of docs and fowms will eventually
completely cradicate the dcer herd. Then there are those who feel that
controlled hunting of docs and fawns will lcave morc wintecr feed for the
decr that rcmain, bringing out & healthelr, strongcr herd in Spring.

We want to take this opportunity to thank lMr. Schoficld ond the Depart-
ment for the help they continuc to give us in our gamc programs on the
Island.

BEAVER TRAPPING: The Island trappers are having good luck agein this
vyear, The road is opcn to the South End Light House giving trappers

thc opportunity to recach morec of the trapping arca theon they had hoped
for carlicr. At this writing, Walt Wojan has trapped the biggest bea-
ver of the scason. It weighed 533 pounds. The average animal weighs
around 35 pounds. Howecver, fosslls of prehistoric beaver have been
found giving cvidenccs that they once weighed ovcer 500 poundsi It would
be qulte a task to haul one that size out of the swampi

CIVIC ASSOCIATION NEWS: The 1962 Beaver Islond Courtesy Guides with
the 1962 fecrry schedule are available., Anyonc wishing 2 copy may write
the Secrctary of the Association. We also went to 2gein remind yvou
that zgift memberships are available throughout the year. Send your
fricnds the BIDAVER BEACON. Extra copics of each issue ere also availa-
ble for 30¢ ecach.

##% GLASSIFIED ADVERTISING s
FOR SALE

6 room house on harbor. Lot 100' x
440'., Completely furnished inc. lin-
cns,G.E. refrig. with large freezer.
Contact Mrs. Walter Lyons, 752% Win-
chester Ave., Chicago 20. Phone
Radcliffe 3-4536

A proverd haunts my mind
As 2 spell is cost -

The mill cannot grind

With the weater that is posti

-Sarah Doudney
Sce you in May:



